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Dementia: Self sustaining Communities 



Urgency 

• Ageing of population in North West Europe 

 

• Increased people living with dementia 

 

• Rising economic pressures of traditional models of support 

and associated costs which is unsustainable. 

 

• Developing viable alternatives to care home admission to 

enable persons living with dementia to stay in their homes 

longer. Different EU experiences can help with this. 

 

 



2013 
35,6 mln 

2050 
115,4 mln 

Urgency 



Urgency 

 

• 60 % of care is provided by informal carers 

 

• Over reliance on family carers causing both financial and 

emotional strain 

 

• Current provision of professional health care providers unable 

to meet increasing demand  

 

• Increasing health care costs in time of economic hardship 



Project Details 

•  Duration:  April 2012 – March 2015 

 

•  11 project partners 

 

•  Collaboration with industry 

 

•  Budget €5.484.256 - 50% ERDF Funding 

 

•  European ‘Interreg IVB’ program 



Challenge 
 

 How to make health care in 

the future afforable and 

accessible to support an 

increasing demand. 
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What are Living Labs??? 

• Principles:  

Bergvall-Kåreborn & 
Ståhlbröst (2010)  

• Continuity  
 

• Openness 
 

• Realism 
 

• Empowerment of Users 
 

• Spontaneity  

Project partners 
(2013) 

• Pragmatic and real life 
methodology 
 

• Open infrastructure 
 

• Dynamic structure 
 

• User driven 
 

• Aiming at improving care 



Focus of Living Labs 

Intelligent 
Lighting 

Nutrition 
and exercise 

Living 
environment 
 with social and 

aesthetic 
conditions 

Models of 
assistance 
 for persons 

with dementia 
and their carers 



Living Lab structure – User platform 

Who are our users? 

Persons who live with dementia and care professionals 

 

Goal of the platform? 

- Research user needs (wishes, possibilities, needs, difficulties)  

- (Further)development of assistive technology 

- Test and evaluate products in home environment 

 

 

 



 

Innovate Dementia LL Eindhoven 

Results 1,5 year 

 

• User platform >200 participants  

 

• Structure established to identify needs 

 

• Created framework for structural cooperation to implement 

developed solutions 

 

 

 

 

 



Living Lab sessie - PhysiCAL 



Living Lab sessie - Vitaallicht 



Living Lab sessie - GoLivePhone 



Living Lab sessie – Slimme Bedden 



Living Lab sessie – Qwiek Play 



Living Lab sessie – WelThuis Kompas 



Living Lab sessie – Protac vest 



Living Lab sessie– Samen op verhaal komen 

 



Future structure of the innovate Dementia 

Living Lab 
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Contact 

www.innovatedementia.eu  

• Marcel de Pebder 

• Brainport Development N.V. 

m.depender@brainportdevelopment.nl 
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